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regained  Seistan  and  continued to  govern it with
occasional interruptions until the  middle of the last
century  (Tate, op. cit. p.  96).    And these  Kayani
princes ruled for a whole millennium in Seistan ia
spite of invasions like those of Sultan Mahmud, of
the Saljuqs, of the Turks of Changiz Khan, of Tamer-
lane and of Nadirshah.    Indeed, before  the rise  of
Nadir shah to power, there was a great chance of the
Kayani prince, Malik Mahznud, extending his rule alt
over  Persia.    Thus, for a thousand years, a family
claiming to  be  Kayani   has ruled   Seistan   almost
continuously and has upheld Iranian traditions. And,,
for   centuries,   the last  great  sacred  fire   of   Iran
(Mino Karko) was venerated there under the name*
of "Karliuye Shah.   Even a sceptical historian of to-
day might hence well be inclined to accept thedictun*
of the Zamyad Yasht that the Eoyal Glory " cleaves
unto him who grows up there where lies lake Kasava
along   with the Haetumant river "   and that this*
" Glory cannot be forcibly seized."

We have now seen the high value of the Zamyal
Yasht both as a source of inspiration for the Iranian
epic and as a most important document as regards
the history of the Aryans. No case is here put for-
ward for the full racial distinctness or purity of the
historical Aryans. But, no one has disputed the ira*
yortance of the influence of the cultural environment-
of a group or race, or the value of race prejudice,.